
LESSON PLAN MATRIX 
 

Guiding Questions Objectives Assessment Activities to support 
objectives and 

assessment 
Title:   Lesson One 
 
Guiding Question: Why 
was the telegraph an 
important invention? 
 
Question : How was the 
telegraph better than horse 
and rider? 

1.  Students will be able to show their 
understanding of the telegraph as an 
invention that dramatically improved the 
speed of communication. 
 
 

Exit Slip 1 
Student completes the sentence “The 
telegraph was an important invention 
because……” 

Morse emulator site 
Morse video 
Class chart 
Discussion 

Title:  Lesson 2 
 
Guiding Question: How 
did the telegraph enable 
Lincoln to be a more 
involved and efficient 
leader? 
 
Question: How did it 
make Lincoln’s job easier 
and allow him to do more? 
 
 

1. Students will able to explain how 
technology use by Presidents Obama and 
Lincoln made a difference in their 
leadership. 

Assessment- Exit Slip asking students to 
sort Washington, Lincoln and Obama by 
technology use with regards to 
communication (“more efficient” “less 
efficient”) . 

 Smartboard activity and 
timeline (which 
reinforces past and 
present) 
Discussion 

 
 


